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in practical life and not in books, set him up in life as the
owner of a barge, mainly because he himself had been
driven into a gentlemanly occupation for which he was
entirely unfitted. Such misfits in life are often the result
of the parents' attitude towards various types of work,
and teachers also offend here. They try to make an able
boy take teaching or go into the Civil Service because it
will be a ' step up * in the world. It will be so to him only
if it brings greater opportunities of development.
If all children were educated together until eleven; if
all educators, including teachers, respected good work as
good work only, and refused to value it for such adventitious
accessories as money or position; if all of us who have
work in which we find lasting interest felt so strongly that
we owed a debt of gratitude to those of the community
who take on the more monotonous tasks, that we were
compelled to ensure them conditions of life at least as
good as our own ; then, and then only, would the children
growing up in our community have the right attitude
towards all forms of work.
THE   FUNCTIONS   OF   THE   SCHOOL
Here at any rate we seem to be on safe ground, for a
civilized community spends money on schools and steadily
raises the school age because of the need for the new
generation not only to learn what its fathers learnt but
also to push the boundaries of knowledge a few steps
farther. Whatever parents say about what was good
enough for them is good enough for their children, when
judged by their actions they are found to want more, and
it is equally true of communities.
We in England during the last thirty years have quietly
revolutionized state education—increased facilities for
secondary and university education, better training for
teachers in elementary schools, far better apparatus,

